Stimulatory activity of cysteamine on juvenile hormone release in adult females of the cockroach, Blattella germanica.
1. A study of the activity of cysteamine in relation to juvenile hormone (JH) production in adult females of Blattella germanica was carried out. 2. In vivo assays showed that cysteamine stimulates protein synthesis in the left colleterial gland and, in some instances, enhances oocyte growth. 3. In vitro assays demonstrated that cysteamine enhances JH release by incubated corpora allata (CA), and that this effect is more pronounced when using CA from 10-day-old females (period of ootheca transport), either connected to the corpora cardiaca (CC) or to the CC and to the brain. 4. Possible antiallatostatic effects of cysteamine are discussed.